
  

Watershed Week in Review
Llano River Watershed Alliance

and
Llano River Field Station

Monarchs & 
Frostweed

O C T O B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 1 7

Photo by Judy Hall

Frostweed is an important nectar 
source for Monarchs and other 

butterfly species as it is one of the 
few blooming plants this time of 

year. It also provides a great 
spectacle after the first frost, thus 

the name.

The Llano River Field Station 
takes care to maintain healthy 

stands of frostweed in the riparian 
area along the South Llano.  The 

Monarchs seem appreciative.

This Weekend along the Banks 
of the South Llano

Our friends and sponsors at Fredericksburg Fly 
Fishers are hosting the 14th Annual Oktoberfish 

October 20-22 on the South Llano.

                  See schedule

The Alliance will be hosting a booth and the Field 
Station will be doing Stream Trailer Demonstrations 

from 9-2.

Come out and join us.

More info

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/536ce91ae4b0f62cfc1bd912/t/59de2c5c7131a5c3b1fba483/1507732573103/Oktoberfish+2017_schedule.pdf
https://www.llanoriver.org/single-post/2017/10/13/Fredericksburg-Fly-Fishers-Celebrate-14th-Annual-Oktoberfisch
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October 12
Odeon Theater, MasonFilm Selection:

Ace and the Desert Dog
Bringing Back the Brooks 

Elk River
One Hundred Thousand Beating 

Hearts
Plastico 

Razing Cane, Controlling Invasive 
Arundo Cane  

Sagebrush Sisters
Selah

October 12
Odeon Theater, Mason

Guadalupe Bass 
Milestone 
Celebrated

The official state fish, Guadalupe bass, 
has been restored to the South Llano 
River.  To celebrate, the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department (TPWD), the 
Llano River Watershed Alliance and 
Bass Pro Shops are partnering on a 

prize giveaway program.

Beginning Oct. 17, 2017, and continuing until Dec. 31, 2018, any angler who catches a tagged Guadalupe bass 
from the South Llano River will receive their choice of prizes from an assortment of fly fishing gear donated by 
Bass Pro Shops.  “We’re incredibly appreciative of the Llano River Watershed Alliance and Bass Pro Shops for 
sponsoring this prize giveaway.  It showcases a conservation success story for our state fish that has resulted 
from eight years of extraordinary efforts by a passionate and committed network of public and private 
partners,” said Craig Bonds, Director of the Inland Fisheries Division at TPWD. 

The prize giveaway aims to raise awareness about the success of an ambitious conservation project launched in 
2010 by TPWD, the Llano River Watershed Alliance, and the Texas Tech University Llano River Field Station 
to restore Guadalupe bass to the South Llano River.  “Guadalupe bass are endemic to the South Llano River 
and other clear, spring-fed rivers of the Texas Hill Country, said Preston Bean, Conservation Biologist with the 
TPWD Inland Fisheries Division.  “Guadalupe bass populations are threatened by habitat alteration and 
hybridization with non-native, introduced smallmouth bass.  These threats are enormously challenging to 
address, but recent outcomes in the South Llano River demonstrate what can be achieved when partners rally 
around a shared conservation vision.”

The story begins in 1934, the first year that smallmouth bass are known to have been brought into Texas. With 
30,000 smallmouth bass fry provided by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, the Texas Game and Fish 
Commission attempted to establish a smallmouth bass production program at the Tyler and Dundee State Fish 
Hatcheries. Water in the hatchery ponds proved too warm; the broodstock couldn’t survive the Texas 
summers.  That program was abandoned in 1937, and the remaining smallmouth bass were stocked in Caddo 
Lake and Tyler Post Office Lake.

Continue story…

https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/ace-desert-dog/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/bringing-back-the-brooks-a-revival-of-the-souths-trout/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/elk-river/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/one-hundred-thousand-beating-hearts-2/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/one-hundred-thousand-beating-hearts-2/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/plastico-2/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/sagebrush-sisters-2/
https://www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/film/selah-water-stone/
https://www.llanoriver.org/guadalupe-bass
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Watershed Protection Plan Featured in State 
Publication

 
By Claire Corley

Composed of the North and 
South Llano rivers, the 
Upper Llano River is known 
as a Hill Country treasure. 
Its near-pristine flows 
provide a healthy ecosystem 
supporting a variety of 
aquatic communities and 
numerous recreational 
opportunities.

To sustain the river’s pristine condition, local stakeholders partnered with the Texas State Soil 
and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB), soil and water conservation districts, groundwater 
conservation districts, Texas Tech University Llano River Field Station, Texas Water 
Resource Institute (TWRI), Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Llano River 
Watershed Alliance to develop a watershed protection plan (WPP).

Typically, a WPP is developed in a watershed that is impaired and needs restoration; 
the Upper Llano River WPP is an exception.

…the rest of the story

In 2010, under the direction of Dr. Tom Arsuffi (above left), the Llano River Field Station constructed an exclosure 
in the riparian area along the South Llano in Junction.

 
If you look closely at the pecan groves along the river, you will notice that there are only mature trees to be seen. 

Small trees have little chance to get established before being browsed. 
This over browsing not only impacts vegetation, it also impacts erosion. Notice the difference between areas inside 

the exclosure and outside.  

        --more info--

https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/
https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/junction/lrfs/
http://twri.tamu.edu/
http://twri.tamu.edu/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://www.llanoriver.org/
https://www.llanoriver.org/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f8330c_bf8c4f9f6d9046b7a6216386d64737e1.pdf
http://twri.tamu.edu/publications/txh2o/fall-2017/ahead-of-the-curve
http://www.ulswcd.com/tree-and-shrub-sales.html
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Water Well Owners Educational Event

TEXAS WELL OWNER NETWORK PROGRAM

The Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) program is a free, educational training for Texas
residents who depend on household wells for their water needs. TWON is for private well 
owners who want to become familiar with groundwater resources, septic system maintenance, 
well maintenance, water quality and water treatment. Private well owners are independently
responsible for monitoring the quality of their wells. Essentially, they are the operators of their
own water system and are responsible for ensuring that their water is safe.  

BRING YOUR WELL WATER SAMPLES! 

Well owners may bring water samples to the training to be screened for
nitrate–nitrogen, total dissolved solids (TDS) and E. coli bacteria for $10.
Pick up approved sample containers with instructions at the Kimble
County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office. 

Bring your samples and payment of $10 to the training on November 14.

Funding provided through a non point source grant from the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board.

Pre-register for the workshop at 

http://twon.tamu.edu/training/ or call 979-845-1461

Tuesday, November 14, 2017
8:30 am— 12:30 pm

Texas Tech Center at Junction
254 Red Raider Ln.    

Junction, TX

Get your Well Tested and Learn How to Protect It 
From Contamination
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Mussel Decline Discussed at Monday’s Texas 
Master Naturalist 

Bob Howells began work with Texas Freshwater Mussels in 1992 and it quickly became apparent 
that many issues were directly or indirectly linked to declines in their abundance and 
distribution.  Obvious factors like dewatering, water pollution, reservoir construction, and habitat 
alteration contributed to reduced numbers of freshwater mussels. However, less-obvious 
considerations like long-term environmental shifts, introductions of exotic species, public release 
of sensitive information, and poorly-understood harvest regulations have contributed as well.

…Learn more

Freshwater mussels are Mother Nature’s 
barometers of environmental quality. When 

ecological conditions change or degrade, 
they are the first organisms to decline and 

then vanish.  As a result, nearly 80 percent 
of freshwater mussels are extinct, 

threatened, endangered, at risk, or will be 
very soon. 

https://txmn.org/hillcountry/welcome-to-our-chapter/monthly-meeting/
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(Not so) 

When: Saturday, October 21st; 12:00pm-2:00pm
Where: South Llano River State Park day use area
Who: The whole family!
Cost: Free with park entrance fee of $5; children 12 and under are free.
Bring: Dress up for our costume contest and bring a pumpkin to decorate.
Questions: Call the park at (325) 446-3994

Come learn about your favorite “creepy
critters” and the important role they

play in nature.

Featuring live animals!

Photos from Bats of the United States by Michael J. Harvey, J. Scott Altenback and Troy L. Best. Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, 1999. Spider and other bugs from bugs.com.

Halloween Fun in the Watershed this Weekend


