SUMMARY 2009

South Llano Watershed Alliance 

In the words of the songwriter “it was a very good year”!

The South Llano Watershed Alliance is closing its first full year as the educational facilitator for the land owners and interested participants in the watershed and water quality conservation in this area of Texas. Thanks to the support and guidance of so many who have shared their time and ideas we have had a great start for the organization.

It has been a year of providing educational programs, creating a website, establishing a structure or framework of operation, networking with allied organizations and discussing potential projects.

The Alliance has been registered with the State of Texas as a not-for-profit organization. The application for 501C3 status through the IRS has been approved. South Llano Watershed Alliance is now classified as a non-profit organization. This status is very important for our access to certain funding sources in the future.

Largely through the efforts of Scott Richardson and Tyson Broad, the Alliance has brought together speakers from a wide variety of agencies, programs and local interest who are experts in their fields or have extensive hands-on experience with certain programs. The programs have been well attended with audiences ranging from thirty to fifty persons. The Alliance continues its unbiased effort to provide educational information and opportunities for its members and the community. 

The website is just a great tool for those wishing to identify sources of information and postings of programs from many different organizations. Tyson and others have invested extensive time and education effort to create the site. They have done a great job. We really want to hear from you about improvements we might make so it is more effective for you.

The Board has been busy working to establish how business is to be conducted for the Alliance. This myriad of small steps and protocols are important to future efficiency and reduced controversy as we build into a more active group. The clear framework of operation makes future Board efforts easier and more productive.

South Llano Watershed Alliance is becoming a recognized name among like organizations and agencies through the efforts of Tyson Broad and others. These connections are important because they provide access to information, resources and funding in the future. Well established groups with similar goals serve as models for the Alliance. These organizations also provide a continuing awareness of legislative actions and trends that may affect this area and its watershed elements.

The Board continues to discuss projects and actions that can benefit land owners and the watershed. Many options are under consideration. Your opinions and ideas are needed as we bring our efforts to focus on watershed needs. The Alliance and the Board is commissioned to address the needs of the larger area of this part of Texas. The Board is working to establish goals for the adjoining watersheds with limited input from those areas. With such a large area to consider, it will take some time to get our efforts orchestrated and active. Get involved with us and share your thoughts and needs.

We have applied for “Adopt a Highway” status for the Flatrock/377 stretch to the Junction city limit. The Alliance will be working in concert with other groups this spring to stage a river cleanup weekend. There is discussion of how to improve trash cleanup at the river access points. River education for the recreational user is a goal. We begin with small steps to solidify teams that can move into the field for whatever goals we have collectively decided need attention. There are long term and short term projects being discussed for future actions.

Educational programs and hands-on activities require ideas, people and funding. South Llano Watershed Alliance will become what we all decide to make it by voicing our opinions, lending a hand and sharing our financial strength. Membership is the beginning point for all of us interested in the watershed, water quality and educational resources to help us attain our individual and collective goals. Making time to get involved will make the Alliance stronger and more personal. Sharing what we can of our financial resources makes things happen.

Join the South Llano Watershed Alliance this year in building on what we have started. With your participation we will continue to shape ourselves into the resource and team the land owners and community need and want us to become. We have had a great start, let’s have some fun this year helping our environment support our needs and goals.
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