
Llano River Watershed Alliance October 6Friday, July 31, 2020

1

WATERSHED 
WEEK IN 
REVIEW

Don’t Mess with Texas 
Rivers - especially the Llano

Mason and 
Junction 

featured in 
Texas 

Highways

Thanks again to Texas Parks and Wildlife 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation for 

the generous gift of mesh river trash bags. 
Bags are now located at RACA and Paddling 
Trail sites along the South Llano and are also 

available from Alliance sponsors South 
Llano River Kayaks and Canoes and Lum’s 
BBQ in Junction.  Mason County members 
Tony Plutino and Don Gray have graciously 

placed bags at James River and White’s 
Crossing.  Thanks to all!

During these challenging 
times, the denizens of 
Texas’ small towns are 
protecting their health 
while improvising new 
ways to sustain their 
economies.         read more

Photo : Kenny Braun

https://texashighways.com/travel/how-10-small-towns-texas-have-adapted-flourished/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthLlanoRiverCanoes/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthLlanoRiverCanoes/
http://www.lumsbbq.com
http://www.lumsbbq.com
https://texashighways.com/travel/how-10-small-towns-texas-have-adapted-flourished/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthLlanoRiverCanoes/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthLlanoRiverCanoes/
http://www.lumsbbq.com
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By David Hillis
Reprinted with permission of Mason County News - “Mason County Science Corner”

Many people assume that most of Earth’s plants and animals have been 
discovered and named by biologists. There are about 1.8 million living species 
that have been discovered on our planet to date. But did you know biologists 
think there are still far more undiscovered species than there are known 
species? 

Some groups of plants and animals are very thoroughly studied, whereas others 
are not. And some places on Earth are much better studied than others, from a 
biological point of view. But only a few groups of organisms are so well known 
that we think we have discovered virtually all of the living species on Earth. 
Mammals, birds, and butterflies are examples of groups that have been 
intensely studied all over the planet, to the point that we think almost all the 
species have been discovered and described. But even in these well-known 
groups, the occasional surprises turn up. 

Mason County almost certainly has many undiscovered species, but most of 
them are thought to be relatively small and hard to study. Fungi, tiny worms 
called nematodes, less conspicuous groups of insects, 
and bacteria are examples of poorly known groups that 
probably have many undiscovered species in Mason 
County. I often invite specialists to our ranch in Mason 
County to collect and study their biological group of 
interest, and several visitors have discovered new 
species, previously unknown to science. For example, 
Dr. Jack Neff, one of the world’s bee experts, found a 
previously unknown species of Cuckoo Bee on our 
ranch, which he named Holcopasites jerryrozeni, in honor 
of another famous bee biologist from the American 
Museum of Natural History.

      continue reading
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How do Biologist Discover New Species? 

Llano County Sand-Mint

https://f8330cc9-6337-48eb-9b93-78c523955164.usrfiles.com/ugd/f8330c_cdac666bcd034b1cac73d18de1ba5b2e.pdf
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Existing Llano River Watershed Alliance memberships will be 
extended until September 2021. 

Because Alliance activities have been curtailed since 
the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Alliance is unable to offer all four landowner tours. 
As this was a stated membership benefit during last 
year’s membership drive, existing memberships will 
automatically be renewed for another year. We hope 
to be able to restart programming in the near future.

While the Alliance is foregoing membership requirements for this year, we also 
appreciate and fully utilize any and all donations. 

As an added feature for the coming year, we encourage members to 
nominate another person or business to become a member. Twelve of 
these nominations will be selected for a one-year free membership. 

Deadline for nominations is August 31, 2020. Nominate Here!

Being a member of the Alliance makes you an active part of taking 
care of the watershed. The Alliance appreciates your support.

Old Trails 
Map 

Ginger Andrews through 
the Kimble County, Texas 
~ History and Genealogy 
page shared this old map 

of area trails.

Enjoy!

mailto:southllanoriver@gmail.com?subject=Membership%20Nomination
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth190665/m1/1/zoom/?resolution=2.0232388806038446&lat=6572.577362049174&lon=6440.751622949459
mailto:southllanoriver@gmail.com?subject=Membership%20Nomination
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kimblemuseum/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth190665/m1/1/zoom/?resolution=2.0232388806038446&lat=6572.577362049174&lon=6440.751622949459
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Save the Date! 

October 15-16, 2020 

9:30 am -3:30 pm 

Please bring your lunch and 
snacks, plenty of water, a 
hat, sunscreen, kneeling pad 
(if desired), and work gloves.    

Meet at HQ.   

pecan 
bottomlands  

 
at South Llano River 

State Park! 

1927 Park Road 73, Junction, TX 76849  

* 

We are launching the pilot of a long -term 
restoration of the native pecan bottomland.  
This fall, we will be planting over 200 pecan 
saplings which were germinated from local 
trees.  We ’re excited to get these trees in 
the ground, but we need your help!  We ’ll  

train participants on the morning of 
October 15.  October 16 schedule will  be 

dependent on how much was accomplished 
on the 15th.   
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