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The July 2020 “Secret Rivers” issue of 
Texas Highways mentions the James River 

and the Eckert James River Bat Cave

The article also mentions “The Unknown 
River of Central Texas”. This report, 

along with “Land of the Living Waters” 
were the two initial reports prepared for 

stakeholder outreach when the 
Environmental Defense Fund was 

assisting with the formation of LRWA.
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WATERSHED 
WEEK IN 
REVIEW

What does 
this? 

Have to do 
with that? 

James River in Texas 
Highways

See page 2 to 
find out.

Photo : Erich Schlegel

https://texashighways.com/things-to-do/on-the-water/rivers/in-search-texas-half-forgotten-rivers/
https://75026e89-0e01-4222-a326-5a09962e5b19.filesusr.com/ugd/f8330c_bd141cb0b9ae41e98e10d1f3d9eb75ea.pdf
https://75026e89-0e01-4222-a326-5a09962e5b19.filesusr.com/ugd/f8330c_bd141cb0b9ae41e98e10d1f3d9eb75ea.pdf
https://75026e89-0e01-4222-a326-5a09962e5b19.filesusr.com/ugd/f8330c_2dcd3a81460b4ad18e32095667a433d6.pdf
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By David Hillis
Reprinted with permission of Mason County News

When German settlers first came to Mason County in the mid-1800s, they 
found a paradise of grasslands, with scattered oaks and other beneficial 
hardwoods. The tallgrass prairie was perfect for cattle, and ranches soon 
thrived. 

There are over a hundred species of grasses native to Mason County, as 
well as a few dozen more that have been introduced from elsewhere. Four 
of the natives dominated our original tallgrass prairies: Big Bluestem, 
Little Bluestem, Switchgrass, and Indiangrass. All of these species still 
grow in Mason County, but they are much less abundant now than they 
once were. One of them—Big Bluestem—has been all but lost from the 
county.  continue reading
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The Restoration and Benefits of Native 
Grasses 

David Hillis’ article above discusses the important symbiotic relationship between 
fungi and native Texas grasses. On the left is an electron microscope image of 

endomycorrhizal fungi and on the right a picture of three of the big four grasses of the 
Great Plains : Big Bluestem, Indiangrass, and Little Bluestem. Switchgrass not 

pictured.

Photo : Hill Country ConservancyPhoto : The Organic Gardner’s Pantry

https://f8330cc9-6337-48eb-9b93-78c523955164.usrfiles.com/ugd/f8330c_cbb0a973c3bb4a2589486f9bae2be391.pdf
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from Braun & Gresham Attorneys at Law - Success Stories
When looming development threatened an idyllic slice of the Texas Hill 
Country known as the 
Pedernales Falls River 
Corridor, a group of like-
minded neighbors took action 
to preserve the rare riverside 
beauty, habitat and history of 
the corridor, not only for 
themselves, but for future 
generations. These landowners 
used conservation easements to 
protect their property forever, 
and are encouraging other 
property owners along the 
corridor to do so as well.

continue reading

Breaking News 
The Llano News carried a story this week 
about a new sand mining plant planned 
along the the Llano River.  The 
proposed Collier Materials plant is to be 
located about one-mile west of the 2900 
bridge across the Llano Arm of Lake 
LBJ.  As tomorrow is a holiday, the 
newsletter is going out early.  As we 
‘going to press’, we are obtaining more 
information about the project to share 
in next week’s edition.
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Pedernales Falls River Corridor

https://braungresham.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Water-Rights-Success-Story-To-Preserve-and-Protect-PRC.pdf
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Arundo Control 

The Alliance has partnered with Texas Parks and Wildlife and other 
agencies and organizations to begin addressing the spread of Arundo 
Donax (Giant Reed or Carrizo Cane) along the Llano River.  
Through the Healthy Creeks Initiative, Arundo control will be 
provided to landowners along the Llano at NO COST. 

Arundo Donax consumes large quantities of water, reducing river 
flow, and worsens flooding 
by lessening the floodplain’s 
ability to dissipate flood 
energy.  Arundo’s 
comparatively shallow, 
weak roots can increase 
bank erosion, reducing 
water quality and causing 
damage to private property. 

Additional details are 
available here. If you are 

interested in participating, 
please contact 

southllanoriver@gmail.com 
to get additional 

information re site visits, 
treatment/re-treatment 
schedules and Covid-19 

protocols.
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https://f8330cc9-6337-48eb-9b93-78c523955164.usrfiles.com/ugd/f8330c_2de32f64275d42ad99c3d9e62b6cbb06.pdf
https://f8330cc9-6337-48eb-9b93-78c523955164.usrfiles.com/ugd/f8330c_2de32f64275d42ad99c3d9e62b6cbb06.pdf
mailto:southllanoriver@gmail.com
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