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Watershed Week in Review
Llano River Watershed Alliance

The Story of Cedar Beavers
By Steve Nelle
From Rangelands
A publication of the University of Arizona

The proliferation of cedar (juniper) over the past 100 years has
caused great alarm among the country’s land managers. In
some areas, cedar invaded grasslands and caused problems.
As cedar became thick, forage for livestock was reduced, the
value of wildlife habitat was diminished, and the flow of water
into aquifers was impaired. Too much cedar where it did not
belong hurt both the land and the people who used the land.
Many different ways were devised to control cedar, but most
methods had two things in common: cedar control was both
expensive and its effectiveness short-lived. No matter how
completely it was removed, cedar quickly began to reappear.
In an effort to provide a more cost-effective and long-term
control, a certain species of upland beaver was widely
introduced. These beavers had a voracious appetite for browse
and could actually kill woody plants by their browsing habits.
Because old timers had seen them eating cedar, these animals
got the nickname cedar beavers.
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Volunteers Needed

During April 8-10th, 24 high school teams will arrive in Junction to participate in the Texas
Envirothon. Five member teams will answer questions in the field about soils, aquatics,
wildlife, forestry, and current issues. Monday morning, each team will deliver 20-minute oral
presentations. The winner of the Envirothon competes in the National event in Maryland.
Volunteers are needed as group leaders and station monitors in the field on Sunday and as
presentation judges on Monday morning. Training for judges will be provided. No experience
is necessary.
Past Envirothon judges all positively comment about this rewarding experience. To volunteer,
contact Koy Coffer at TTU-Junction (325) 446-2301

Watershed Steward Program
May 6th - Junction

The Texas Watershed Steward Program will be returning to
Junction on May 6th from 8:30 to 12:30 at the Llano River
Field Station.
“This workshop is designed to assist watershed residents
improve and protect their water resources by becoming
involved in Llano River watershed protection and
management activities,” said Michael Kuitu, AgriLife
Extension program specialist and coordinator for the Texas
Watershed Steward program. “The workshop is free and
open to anyone interested in improving water quality in the
region. Participants are encouraged to preregister at the
Texas Watershed Steward website at http://tws.tamu.edu.”

For more information and to register…
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700 Springs Tour
This year’s tour of 700
Springs will be Saturday,
April 29th.
As in years previous, the tour
will being at the Kimble
County Courthouse in
Junction at 10am sharp and
caravan to the 700 Springs
Ranch.
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