PADDLING TRAILS IN JUNCTION
The South Llano Watershed Alliance continues discussion with the Community of Kimble County and Junction about the benefits of the Texas Paddling Trails program of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. This program will improve how visitors access our river and increase awareness of our key tourist attraction. Make time on Thursday, March 10, 2011 to meet with us in the City Meeting Room (next to the Police Station) at 5:30pm to discuss this program and its impact on Junction and Kimble County.
The Texas Paddling Trails is a program to develop public inland and coastal paddling trails throughout the state and support these trails with maps, signage and other information. These trails provide well-mapped accessible day trips in a variety of settings and for all levels of paddling experience. There are currently twenty-six paddling trails, with several communities in the process of applying for participation in this program.

Partner with TPWD to Develop a Paddling Trail (TPT)

Texas Paddling Trails are an exciting way for landowners and communities to partner with Texas Parks and Wildlife to conserve habitats while providing recreational opportunities. Paddling Trails of Texas promotes sustainable economic development and builds public support for conservation. The program helps build and preserve an extensive network of paddling trails across the state to be enjoyed by residents and tourists for many generations to come.

Ways TPWD Can Help

· Promote your paddling trail as part of the Texas Paddling Trails 

· Provide TPT kiosk design options and estimated costs 

· Develop trail maps 

· Provide river conservation and river ethics information 

· Provide official TPT marker signage for roadways and put-in/take-out locations 

Benefits to Communities in Establishing a Paddling Trail

· Opportunity to Educate Users:

· Length/Duration of Paddle listed on the website and on kiosks at the put in and take out points, encouraging paddlers to plan accordingly; reducing paddlers seeking help from landowners 

· Reduce confusion about public and private access 
· Reduce noise levels and trespass by educating paddlers on river ethics
· Improve paddler safety through educational materials
· Maintained Access Sites (trash, parking)

· Development of a Conservation ethic

· Paddlers increase dollars to communities in the form of gas, lodging, food, other goods
