WATERSHED
WEEK IN
REVIEW
Mystery
Location Game

Pumpkin Float Returns
to the Llano

Round 11 Answer
The US Geological Survey
gaging station is located
downstream of the Llano
River Bridge. It has been
collecting stream-flow data
since 1939.
One year ago on October 16,
2018, the gage recorded a
flow of 278,000 cfs, the
second highest recorded
flood on record. The highest
recorded flood on the Llano
was 380,000 cfs in the flood
of 1935.
Hmmm…
So if the gage wasn’t
constructed until 1939, how
did it record the record the
1935 flood? Hint?
This week’s coordinates
30.712396, -98.886886

Grab a pumpkin, some carving tools, and a
candle and come out to the Llano at Badu Park
in Llano for the return of the Pumpkin Float.
Saturday, October 26 4-9 pm
Last year’s flood forced cancellation of the Float.
This one-of-a-kind event is sure to bring smiles
to young and old.
For more information

Texas Voters Have Opportunity to Fund State
Park Improvements in November
While most mid-term November elections focus on mayoral and other
local elections, this November 5th will be a bit diﬀerent.
Back in 1993, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 706 that
authorized the legislature to dedicate revenue from the 6.25% sales tax
on sporting goods to Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) and the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since 1993, nearly $2.5 billion in
revenues have been collected, but only 40% of that amount has
been allocated to TPWD and THC. The remainder has gone to the
General Fund of the State to be used for other purposes. Our state parks
now suﬀer from more than $800 in deferred maintenance.
Proposition 5 on the November ballot would change that. The ballot
measure reads: “The constitutional amendment dedicating the revenue received
from the existing state sales and use taxes that are imposed on sporting goods to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Texas Historical Commission to
protect Texas’ natural areas, water quality, and history by acquiring, managing,
and improving state and local parks and historic sites while not increasing
the rate of the state sales and use taxes.
As a non-profit entity, Llano River Watershed Alliance is prohibited
from lobbying, but we are permitted to provide factual information.
See Facts on Page 3

Here are the facts:
•

Proposition 5 requires no new taxes or fees.

•

The Texas House voted 143-1 and the Texas Senate 30-1 to refer this measure to
the voters.

•

Should the State need to tap some of these funds in the future for other
purposes, they may reduce the allocation amount up to 50% with a 2/3 vote in
each chamber.

•

State Parks in 2018 generated an estimated $891 million in sales to the local
economy and accounted for 6,800 jobs.

•

South Llano River State Park generated nearly $750,000 for the local economy
and 16 jobs.

•

October 7 was the last day to register to vote

•

Early voting is October 21- November 1.

•

Election Day is November 5.

Sidewalk Sale
this Friday

Texas Master Naturalist —Next Monthly Meeting is
Monday, 28 October
6:45-8:00pm

Robert J. Potts, president and CEO of the Dixon
Water Foundation, speaks about Riparian Health –
Our 21st Century Challenge
Mr. Potts will explain how understanding riparian systems can lead to the
restoration of their functionality to the benefit of the landowner,
downstream neighbors, municipal water users, and the environment.
Since 2007, Robert J. Potts has served as President and CEO of the Dixon
Water Foundation, a private foundation supporting healthy watersheds
through good land management – with a particular emphasis on grazing
and range management issues.
Founded in 1994 by the late Roger Dixon, the Dixon Water Foundation
promotes healthy watersheds and sequestration of carbon through
regenerative land management, to ensure that present and future
generations of Texans have the water resources they need. The
foundation has been honored with the 2017 Leopold Conservation Award,
a Lone Star Land Steward Award, and a Texas Environmental Excellence
Award for Agriculture…more info
NOTE: Robert Potts and the Dixon Water Foundation helped fund the
creation of the South Llano Watershed Alliance, the predecessor of
today’s Alliance

