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Watershed Week in Review
Llano River Watershed Alliance
and
Llano River Field Station

Wild & Scenic Film Festival

Llano River
holding steady
after rains

Photo by Judy Hall

Photo : Katherine Romans
Crowd discussing favorite films during intermission of the Wild
& Scenic Film Festival at Odeon Theater in Mason last night.
Last night’s Film Festival at The Odeon Theater in Mason was again
a rousing success, with about 75 folks attending.
Special thanks go to our partners: Hill Country Alliance and Upper
Guadalupe River Authority.
And to our Local Supporters: The Odeon Theater, 102.5 KHLB, LeaLou Coop and to Ruthie and John Russell of Big Paint Creek Ranch.
Hopefully we can do it again next year.

The flows of the Llano River
at Junction are holding steady
due to the steady rains that
soaked into the aquifer last
month. A hydrograph that
holds steady after a rainfall
event, like the one above,
indicates that the river is being
fed by springflow, or
baseflow. Rivers with little
baseflow will show a more
rapid decline over time.
More on flows page 4
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One Hundred Thousand
Beating Hearts, the film
about Georgia farmer Will
Harris’ evolution from
industrial, commodity
cowboy to sustainable,
humane food producer, was
the unofficial crowd favorite
from last night’s film
festival.
Watch video – just know Mr. Harris isn’t afraid to use some
‘colorful’ language.

Our friends and sponsors at
Fredericksburg Fly Fishers are
hosting the 14th Annual
Oktoberfish October 20-22 on
the South Llano.
See schedule
The Alliance will be hosting a
booth and the Field Station will
be doing Stream Trailer
Demonstrations from 9-2.
Come out and join us.
More info
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Llano River Field Station gains National
Recognition
By James Murr
Reprinted from Junction Eagle
At a recent awards ceremony at Auburn
University in Birmingham, Alabama, the
W. K. Kellogg Foundation recognized
Texas Tech University’s Llano River Field
Station (the Station) and its activities as an
“Exemplary Project” for outstanding
accomplishments. The Director of the
Station, Dr. Tom Arsuffi, was present to
receive the award.
The mission of the Station, located at the
Texas Tech Center in Junction, is focused
on increasingly important basic and applied
research projects involving water,
watersheds, invasive species, range
Texas Tech University Vice Provost, Melanie Hart (2nd from
management, ecological restoration, and
left), and Llano River Field Station Director, Tom Arsuffi,
environmental education. The Station
accept award from Kellogg Foundation recently in
provides a unique laboratory and classroom
Birmingham, Alabama. The Kellogg Foundation works with
environment for undergraduate and
communities to ensure all children have opportunities to
graduate students from universities,
reach their full potential
institutes, and public schools.
Read more…

.
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Llano Lacking Bankfull Events
Bankfull flows -just what it
sounds like – is when the
channel of the river is full to
the banks. Bankfull flows are
considered by scientist to be
the volume of flow that has
the most impact on channel
formation. These flows
reshape the channel by
redistributing the sediment in
the river—think gravel bars.
On average, a river will have
one of these events about
once every two years.
The graph on the right shows the annual peak discharges that exceeded 12 feet on the Llano
River below Junction for the past 100 years. (Bankfull for this location is considered 12
feet.) The last bankfull event was in May of 2015 at 17 feet; the previous events were 13
feet in 2010 and 14 feet in 2007.
The lack of recent bankfull events, especially when compared to the period from 1980-2001
(the gauge was inactive 1994-1997), is the main reason we see an increase in river sediment
in the Llano. The river is not reforming itself with the frequency we were previously
accustomed to seeing. It is also one the main reasons annual average flows have been lower
than normal (see last week’s newsletter).

Monarchs on the Way
Newsletter readers are starting to
report seeing Monarchs in the
Llano Watershed. Indeed,
according to Monarch Watch,
over 1,000 monarchs were
TPWD Time Lapse
sighted all the way to Del Rio.
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Get your Well Tested and Learn How to Protect It
From Contamination
Water Well Owners Educational Event

Texas Tech Center at Junction

Tuesday, November 14, 2017

254 Red Raider Ln.

8:30 am— 12:30 pm

Junction, TX

TEXAS WELL OWNER NETWORK PROGRAM
The Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) program is a free, educational training for Texas
residents who depend on household wells for their water needs. TWON is for private well
owners who want to become familiar with groundwater resources, septic system maintenance,
well maintenance, water quality and water treatment. Private well owners are independently
responsible for monitoring the quality of their wells. Essentially, they are the operators of their
own water system and are responsible for ensuring that their water is safe.

BRING YOUR WELL WATER SAMPLES!
Well owners may bring water samples to the training to be screened for
nitrate–nitrogen, total dissolved solids (TDS) and E. coli bacteria for $10.
Pick up approved sample containers with instructions at the Kimble
County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office.
Bring your samples and payment of $10 to the training on November 14.
Pre-register for the workshop at
http://twon.tamu.edu/training/ or call 979-845-1461

Funding provided through a non point source grant from the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board.
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/SouthLlanoRiver

OCTOBER 13, 2017

Family Park Programs
South Llano River State Park
Phone: (325) 446-3994

Monarchs in the Park
Sunday, October 15th, 10:30 am - 12:00 noon
Meet at the 2nd Day Use parking lot
(take road across from Park Headquarters, follow to the end)
Join us as we find out about the exciting
migration of the monarch butterfly. We’ll take a short walk to see if
we can spot any monarchs on the trail, and do a fun craft! Good
walking shoes, sun protection, and drinking water are
recommended. All ages welcome!

Park programs are open to the public and free with park entrance fee
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