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South Llano featured in New 
TPWD Podcast Series 

Check out 
TPWD’s new 
Podcast Series, 
Under the Texas 

Sky.
Learn about 

the Guadalupe 
Bass Restoration efforts in the South Llano 
and tag along with South Llano River State 
Park Superintendent Scott Whitener as he 
shares what makes the park and the river so 

special. Click here. 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Eckert James River Bat 
Cave Preserve in Mason 
County will reopen for 
select dates this 
summer following last 
summer’s closure due to 
pesticide drift from a 
neighboring landowner. 

Remaining dates 
include July 27 and 
August 3, 10, 17, and 24.

Read the Rivard Report 
article for more details.

WATERSHED 
WEEK IN 
REVIEW

Bat Cave 
Reopens 

https://therivardreport.com/eckert-james-river-bat-cave-in-mason-reopening-after-pesticide-issues-caused-closure/
https://therivardreport.com/eckert-james-river-bat-cave-in-mason-reopening-after-pesticide-issues-caused-closure/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/utts/
https://therivardreport.com/eckert-james-river-bat-cave-in-mason-reopening-after-pesticide-issues-caused-closure/
https://therivardreport.com/eckert-james-river-bat-cave-in-mason-reopening-after-pesticide-issues-caused-closure/
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From Texas Parks and Wildlife and DailyTrib.com 
AUSTIN – Less than a year 
after a major flood scoured 
much of the Llano River and 
left anglers worried about the 
future of the waterway’s 
renowned bass fishery, 
biologists with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department are 
finding evidence of a recovery.

A fish sampling effort near 
Castell in late-June by TPWD 
aquatic biologists found large 
numbers of juvenile largemouth 
and Guadalupe bass are now 
present in the river. TPWD 
Aquatic Biologist Preston 
Bean, who is heading up a 
study looking at recovery of the river’s habitat and fish assemblage, reported 
Guadalupe bass made up 26 percent of the total catch and were at least 10 
percent of the catch at each of 10 sampling sites.

“Most Guadalupe bass we collected were spawned this spring and the average 
length was 2.2 inches,” said Bean. “The fish appeared to be feeding heavily 
and had excellent body condition.”

The health of the resource was also evident from sampling of other aquatic 
species present in the river. Archis Grubh, TPWD Aquatic Ecologist who is 
studying effects of the flood on aquatic invertebrates reported seeing a steady 
repopulation of the invertebrate community, which means plentiful food is 
available for juvenile sport fish. Continue reading…
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Llano River Fisheries Bouncing Back from 
Last Year’s Floods. 

https://www.dailytrib.com/2019/07/23/llano-river-bass-samplings-show-promising-signs-of-recovery/
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Zebra Mussels and Kayaks 

Texas Parks and Wildlife would like to 
remind all of us that paddle craft 

(canoes, kayaks) can also transport the 
dreaded zebra mussel larvae. 

Please remember that, by law, of boat 
owners are required to clean, drain, and 

dry all vessels after use.

While zebra mussels generally do not 
infest rivers, impoundments such as 
Junction Lake and Llano Lake are 

susceptible to these aquatic invasives.

Full House for Seminar about Landowner 
Incentive Programs 

The Llano River Watershed Alliance 
recently partnered with Plateau Land 

and Wildlife Management and Hill 
Country Alliance to host seminars in 

Mason and Junction about land 
stewardship funding opportunities. The 

seminar focused on Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and Natural Resource 

Conservation Service programs and the 
new Hill Country Headwaters 

Conservation Initiative. A copy of the 
powerpoint from the seminar may be 

found here.
Shane Kiefer of Plateau Land and Wildlife 

Management discusses stewardship opportunities 
for Kimble Co residents.

https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/f8330c_4976159bfee84174ab0a4ec7bc3c6496.pdf
https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects-hchi/
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/f8330c_4976159bfee84174ab0a4ec7bc3c6496.pdf
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Full Slate of Activities at South Llano River 
State Park this Week 

The old bridge over the South Llano just above the N Llano confluence. The bridge was washed 
away in the 1935 flood. The bridge piers are still visible just below the dam. Thanks to Ginger 

Andrews for providing the photo.
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