Riparian Buffers

General Information on USDA - CCRP Program in Texas

· A Riparian Buffer is a band of dense native vegetation (grasses, sedges, forbs, shrubs and trees) adjacent to creeks, and rivers.  A healthy riparian buffer will help protect the banks, dissipate the energy of floodwater, trap sediment, utilize excess nutrients, improve water quality, recharge ground water, sustain base flow and enhance fish and wildlife habitat.

· Riparian areas adjacent to perennial streams and some seasonal streams on rangeland, pastureland and adjacent to cropland may be eligible for Riparian Buffer enrollment and for payments and incentives through the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP).  Examination of topographic maps and field visit by NRCS will help determine initial eligibility.   

· Riparian areas that are currently not functioning properly are targeted for enrollment.  Riparian areas that already have the appropriate kinds and amounts of vegetation are not eligible.  Non functional riparian areas may have an inadequate cover of desirable riparian vegetation or may have an excessive density of certain invasive plants.  

· Riparian Buffers will range from 35 to 180 feet wide on each side of eligible streams.  This amounts to about 8 to 44 acres of buffer per mile of stream.  The width of the Riparian Buffer will be based on the width of the active floodplain.  This width is determined by observing soils, vegetation, topography and flood debris.  Large streams will often require wide buffers; small streams will usually have narrow buffers.

· Enrollment period will be 10 to 15 years, with no grazing, or haying in the Riparian Buffer during this time.  Commercial hunting is allowed.

· Payments include a one-time, up-front SIP (Signing Incentive Payment) of $100 per acre.

· Annual rental payments range from $16.80 to $49.20 per acre per year, depending on geographic location and whether the stream is perennial or seasonal.  An additional, annual maintenance payment ranging from $2 to $7 per acre per year is also paid, depending on the kinds of maintenance required.

· Cost sharing is available for the fencing of buffers and for development of alternative livestock water where needed.  Total reimbursement for practice installation is 90%, including 50% Cost-Share and 40% Practice Incentive Payment.

· Other management practices that are needed to establish a properly functioning buffer may also be required.  This management will be site specific and may include such practices as control of salt cedar or giant reed, or in some cases, thinning of excessive brush such as mesquite or juniper.  Cost sharing is available for such initial management with some limitations.  Landowners will be expected to maintain buffers in proper condition.

· In most cases, the desired riparian plants will increase naturally in the absence of livestock grazing and with other necessary management.  In some cases, excess numbers of exotics may preclude the establishment of desired vegetation.

· This program is administered by the USDA Farm Services Agency and funded through the Commodity Credit Corporation, with technical assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Signup for this program is continuous and all eligible applications are approved.  Contact your local FSA or NRCS office for more details.
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